the requisite conditions, and the absence of opposing condi-
tions, becomes capable of receiving the Very Being, the mercy
of the Merciful takes possession of it, and the Very Being is
infused1 into it, and the Very Being thus externalized,2
through being clothed with the effects and propeities of such
substances, presents Himself undei the foim of a particular
phenomenon, and reveals Himself undei the guise of this
phenomenon Afterwards, by the operation of the terrible
Omnipotence which requires the annihilation of all pheno-
mena and all semblance of multiplicity, this same substance
is stripped of these phenomena At the very moment that it
is thus stripped this same substance is reclothed with anothei
paiticular phenomenon, resembling the preceding one, through
the operation of the mercy of the Merciful One The next
moment this latter phenomenon is annihilated by operation
of the teirible Omnipotence, and another phenomenon is
foimed by the mercy of the Meiciful One, and so on for as
long as God wills Thus, it nevei happens that the Very
Being is revealed foi two successive moments under the guise
of the same phenomenon At every moment one universe is
annihilated and another similai to it takes its place But he
who is blinded by these veils, to wit, the constant succession
of similar phenomena and like conditions, believes that the
universe constantly endures, in one and the same state, and
never vanes from time to time

The glorious God, whose bounty mercy, grace,
And loving-kindness all the world embiace,

At eveiy moment brings a woild to naught,
And fashions such another m its place

All gifts soever unto God are due,

Yet special gilts from special i names' ensue ,,

At every breath one ' name * annihilates,
And one creates all outward things anew

The proof that the universe is nothing more than a combi-
nation of accidents united in  a   single   essence,  % e., the

production by emanation.    See * Notices et Extraits   des
,* , p 66
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